
BY SABINA DANA PLASSE

Since the Sun Valley Culinary Institute (SVCI) 
opened its doors in March 2020, it has brought new 
life and interests in the culinary arts to the Wood 

River Valley. As a school, SVCI’s one-year program, an 
on-site culinary arts education that includes working and 
paid restaurant experience to prepare students for a ca-
reer in the food service industry, has successfully pro-
duced graduates working in the Valley today. A solution 
to a service industry issue that is not only a Wood River 
Valley problem but one across the nation, SVCI has also 
introduced a culinary culture to residents and visitors, el-
evating the mountain-town food and dining experience.

It has become a financial struggle for today’s high 
school graduates to continue their education as the ris-
ing tuition and housing costs are daunting, while the 
need for culinary arts vocational education to provide 
competent workers in the food service industry is par-
amount.

“The two questions prospective students always ask 
me is how much it costs and if there is housing,” said SV-
CI’s executive director, Karl Uri. “We’ve been fortunate 
to work with the community and our supporters to pro-
vide housing and financial assistance, which has made 
SVCI an attractive learning environment for its one-year 
program. However, tuition and housing support contin-
ues and is a focus for SVCI.”

Supporting the school and its role in the communi-
ty, SVCI is a space for food lovers and those interest-
ed in culinary experiences to enrich their lives in Sun 
Valley. From cooking classes, food-inspired events and 
available space for private parties and occasions, SVCI 
has allowed food to become a centerpiece for celebra-
tions and continuing education, all of which returns in 
funds to the school to keep it operating through SVCI’s 
Student Professional Fund. The Fund supports enrolled 
students with educational needs and function for quality 
culinary education.

“SVCI has been able to provide a unique and hands-
on education for its students, offering a culinary hub for 
those looking to enhance their lives through the culinary 
arts while visiting or living in the Valley,” said Uri. “The 
idea of food tourism is a growing trend that fits our Sun 
Valley lifestyle and community. World-renowned chefs 
want to come to Sun Valley, and they provide food expe-
riences that last beyond the chopping board and dinner 
table.”

SVCI has brought James Beard Award-winning chefs 
to Sun Valley on several occasions. Students learn side-
by-side from these masters as patrons enjoy unique and 
unforgettable dining experiences, often repeated as 
fundraising opportunities, allowing the chefs to return 
to Sun Valley to do more—it’s a win-win for everyone 
involved.

As part of a series of fundraisers to support its Student 
Professional Fund, SVCI presents an extraordinary cu-
linary and wine event on Friday, December 15, at 6 p.m. 
featuring an exceptionally crafted five-course dinner 
with James Beard Award-winning Chefs John Currence 
and Vish Bhatt, with select wines provided by Black-
bird Vineyards of Napa Valley. This unique food expe-
rience will be a sensational epicurean event, limited to 
30 guests.

On a rare occasion for food enthusiasts, SVCI has 
brought together two of the most innovative and extraor-
dinary chefs in Southern cuisine whose expertise and 
forward-thinking culinary capabilities have made them 
world-renowned outside their home and restaurants in 
Oxford, Mississippi, a contemporary Southern food 
mecca.

Chef John Currence settled in Oxford, Mississippi, 
and in 1992 opened City Grocery. Since then, the City 
Grocery Restaurant Group has opened Bouré, Big Bad 
Breakfast, and Snackbar. In 2009, Currence received the 
James Beard Award for Best Chef South. In addition, 

he won the Charleston Food and Wine Festival’s Iron 
Chef Challenge in 2009 and was a Top Chef Masters 
contestant for season three. Currence is the author of 
three best-selling books: Pickles, Pigs and Whiskey, Big 
Bad Breakfast and Tailgreat.

Chef Vishwesh Bhatt is a James Beard Award-win-
ning chef and author of the critically acclaimed I Am 
From Here: Stories and Recipes from a Southern Chef. 
In 2019, Bhatt was awarded Southern Living’s South-
erner of the Year and the James Beard Foundation Best 
Chef South. Bhatt has been a part of Chef John Cur-
rence’s City Grocery Restaurant Group since 1997, 
where he began his career as a prep cook at City Gro-
cery and advanced to executive chef at Snackbar, which 
opened in 2009. At Snackbar, using his years of culi-
nary experience and exposure to worldwide cultures, 
Bhatt developed a menu that intertwines Southern and 
subcontinental foodways—an innovative and delicious 
contribution to Southern cuisine.

Chef Currence and Chef Bhatt prepare their SVCI 
five-course sensational dining experience with exqui-
site wine pairings from the highly sought-after portfo-
lio of merlots, red blends, rosé, and whites handcrafted 
by Blackbird Vineyards. Acclaimed “Winemaker of the 
Year,” Aarron Pott produces Bordeaux-inspired wine 
sourced from the best Napa Valley grapes from around 
the Valley at Blackbird Vineyards.

Limited tickets are available, and SVCI encourages 
you to reserve your seat at this table as soon as possible 
for this unforgettable, special culinary and wine occa-
sion on Friday, December 15, at 6 p.m. For tickets and 
reservations, visit sunvalleyculinary.org.

“ I f  t h e  w o r l d  s e e m s  c o l d  t o  y o u ,  k i n d l e  f i r e s  t o  w a r m  i t . ”
 -  L u c y  L a r c o m
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The Sun Valley Culinary Institute presents an extraordinary culinary and wine event on Friday, December 15, at 6 p.m. featur-
ing an exceptionally crafted five-course dinner with James Beard Award-winning Chefs John Currence and Vish Bhatt. Photo 
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106 S. MAIN, HAILEY
208.788.0848 •  JANESARTIFACTS2@GMAIL.COM

jane’s cards, party, 
wrap & gifts

Come Get Your Come Get Your  
HANUKKAH 

Supplies at

• Menorah Candles
• Advent Calendars
• Advent Rings 
• Candles

Get All Your Get All Your  
CRAFTING 
Supplies at

jane’s artifacts
arts  / /  crafts  / /  papers  / /  office  / /  party

Visit Our Copy Center 
For Photo 
Christmas Cards

12 EAST BULLION, HAILEY
208.928.7055 • JANESARTIFACTS@COX.NET

ELF ON 
THE SHELF

ALL KINDS OF 
CRAFTING SUPPLIES FOR KIDS

Woodburning Kits
Exacto Knife Kits

MANY GIFT ITEMS

All Christmas
15% OFF

Carols of 
OurTime

Saturday December 9, 2023 - 7:00 PM
Sunday December 10, 2023 - 2:00 PM*

*including Carol Sing-A-Long

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
201 Sun Valley Road | Sun Valley, ID 83353

www.caritaschorale.org 

FREE CONCERT | DONATIONS ACCEPTED

Donations 
on Sunday will 

benefit 
The Hunger 

Coalition

“We ask the
important

questions and
listen carefully

until we
understand exactly 

where your
financial life

stands today, and 
where you’d like it
to be tomorrow.”

Suzanne Hazlett, MBA, CIMA®, CFP® 
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM

Certified Investment Management Analyst®

HazlettWealthManagement.com
208.726.0605

675 SUN VALLEY ROAD, SUITES J1 + J2   KETCHUM, IDAHO 83340

Hazlett Wealth Management, LLC is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of 
Raymond James Financial Services. Securities offered through Raymond James Financial 

Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through 
Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.
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Meet Cinder!

101 Croy Creek Rd, Hailey
mountainhumane.org

208-788-4351

Cinder’s favorite game is hide-
and-seek. He’ll find the most 

creative hiding spots. While he 
may be initially reserved, his 

curiosity drives him to explore 
every nook and cranny. Cinder 

thrives with the companionship 
of another feline friend. It adds an 

extra layer of joy and comfort to 
his world. Come meet him today!

7 Months 
Neutered Male

Wood
River
Insurance

A Member of Asset Protection GroupA Member of Asset Protection Group

Wealth Management Built Around You

Stocks | Bonds 
Mutual Funds 

Retirement Plans 
Managed Accounts
Financial Planning 
Quality Guidance
Personal Service

Find out what  
may be missing 

in your wealth 
management plan.

Mark Bucknall, CFA 
Financial Advisor

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated 
Member SIPC & NYSE | www.stifel.com

(208) 622-8728 | bucknallm@stifel.com

111 N. Main, 3rd Floor, Suite B | P.O. Box 5389
Ketchum, Idaho 83340

Helping you pursue your 
financial goals

RENOVATIO
Construction Services

renovatio.rpm@gmail.com
(208) 309-2249

Construction Services
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Submit 
A Pet Obituary
Honor the memory of 

your pet in The Wood 
River Weekly. This year, 
we’re offering 20% OFF 
our regular obituary rate 
for pet obituaries. Pet 
obituaries cost just 16¢ 
per word and include a 
large color photo.

To reserve space for an obituary 
or pet obituary, call Mandi 
at (208) 721-7588

“Frankie” — 2003-2018

NEWS SUN VALLEY

Bald Mountain 
Thanksgiving

Lift at the top of Bald Mountain at Sun Valley Resort. Photo credit: Adobe 
Stock

Black Friday at Sun Valley

Harrison Insurance
an authorized select independent agency

“For All Your Insurance Needs!”

One-stop shopping for Business,
Commercial, Home, Auto, Umbrella, Life,
Health and Medigap insurance policies

208.788.3255 - nathan@harrisonins.com
101 E. Bullion Ste. 2A Hailey, ID

BY ISAIAH FRIZZELL

You’ve had your turkey, pumpkin pie and a warm night under 
the blankets. Now for the good stuff: Did you spend Black 
Friday buying stockings or stocking stuffers? You may not 

want to miss those deals but it’s important to note that Sun Valley had 
its official opening on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 23.

Now, while the mountain itself is open to fanged fauna and 
hearty, cold-weather flora, every day all year the humans among us 
have to wait until we get the go-ahead from the staff and workers 
who make these recreational adventures possible. But adventure is 
now available as the 2023-2024 season has begun.

If you made it to the Thanksgiving buffet in the Limelight Ball-
room, hot cocoa in hand, you had plenty of things to do. There was 
Sacred Sound Yoga, virtual golf, bowling, plenty of live music and, 
well, not much snow.

While the Farmer’s Almanac has suggested a “seasonably cold 
and wet” winter, as of yet the snow has been fleeting with perhaps 
a tiny flurry here and there. Officially beginning on the winter sol-
stice, December 21, 2023, this season is predicted to be heavily 
influenced by El Niño in the South, bringing precipitation and cold 
to the lower regions of the lower 48.  Meteorological winter starts 
on December 1, however, and with tricks up their sleeve, we could 
soon see snow at the resorts.

Black Friday at Sun Valley gave a much better option than a day 
on Amazon by offering the Bald Mountain Open, more virtual golf, 
and the delights of Happy Hour. Live music played all week into 
the weekend and memories were made to kick off the new season. 
Should we do a snow dance?

But perhaps most important, did you win a Sun Valley opening 
day mug?

In the meantime, it’s good weather for a chilly hike, a ski-lift 
adventure or the good old joys of Magic Mountain. What will you 
do this winter?

DRAWING FRIDAY DECEMBER 22, 2023 • 4PM • AT JENSEN STERN
PURCHASE TICKETS AT WWW.MSCLHOUSE.ORG OR AT JENSEN STERN

Because every day is a
second chance to change a life.

TICKETS $100
(OR 3 FOR $250)

1 IN 300
(CHANCE TO WIN)

WIN
$10,000

JEWELRY GIFT
CERTIFICATE AT

CHANCE TO CHANGE
HOLIDAY RAFFLE!

Your choice of earrings, 
rings and all beautiful things 

from JENSEN STERN

Please consider supporting our newspaper by sending us some Bitcoin 
(BTC) using the QR code to the left, or signing up for our Patreon page at: 
https://www.patreon.com/woodriverweekly.  ~Thanks!
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NOTABLE MENTIONS

BELLA 

jane’s artifacts
arts  / /  crafts  / /  papers  / /  office  / /  party

Bella and Linda Peterson win 
a $50 gift certificate kindly 
provided by Jane’s Artifacts

Say hi to Gadsby, a Yorkie you will see hanging around one of 
Jane’s stores... if you are lucky!

SECTIONPET & ANIMAL

Bella, yellow Lab, owner is Linda Peterson.

Coco, Cavalier King Charles, owner is Sal Lopez.Wilson aka Willie, parti-poodle, 
owner is Denise Hamilton.

Clare Swanger, MBA
Certified Senior TTouch® Practitioner

Improve dog behavior, 
well-being and 

relationship harmony

Specializing in: 

• Adolescent dogs
• Dogs with shy, fearful, reactive

behavior
• Puppies/dogs new in your family
• Key skills development

The 
Comfortable 
Canine® LLC

(208)309-0960
clare@comfortablecanine.org

comfortablecanine.org  

0   Force-free training
0   Customized for your goals
0   In-person and/or online
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Readers Pets

Fischer,  German shorthair pointer, Kona, Bassett hound, owner is Jeff Schoen.Maple and Clover, Irish setters, owner is Janet Freeman.

Felicia Keys, blue nose Pitbull, Luna, English bulldog, owner is Gabe Douglas. Oz and Sunny , owner is Lynn Clarke. 

“Warm Hearts 
For Cold Noses”

Keeping the Wood River Valley’s pets leaping for joy for over 30 years!K eeping the Wood River Valley’s pets leaping for joy for over 30 years!

Betsy Kauder, C.K.O.
Pet Lodge & Spa Manager

P.O. Box 177   Ketchum, ID 83340 
208.622.PETS (7387) • Fax 208.726.7770
petlodge@svanimal.com • www.svanimal.com

2 miles south of Ketchum
on Highway 75

Sun Valley Animal Center
106 S. Clear Creek Rd.
(208) 726-7777

712 N. Main St.,  
Bellevue, ID

(208) 788-4004 
sawtoothanimalcenter.com 

Sun Valley Animal Center (Downtown) 830 Warm Springs Rd. Ketchum, ID (208) 726-7790 svanimal.com
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BY FRAN JEWELL

This is about the power of competition in the multiple-dog 
household. It can be your worst enemy or your best friend 
if you know how to make competition work for you. I know 

only barely a few folks that do not have multiple dogs in their home. 
Competition can lead to aggression in the worst cases, but the skilled 
knowledge of the owner can turn it into a tool for quick and gleeful 
obedience.

First, one must plan ahead to think about places where competition 
could become an issue. The door is the first thing that comes to my 
mind. All my dogs want out the second the door opens. This can be 
very dangerous, especially if it is the front door that opens to a near-
by busy street or out of the car at the vet. I have everyone sit before I 
open the door. The dog that sits first goes out first.

Getting out of the car at a trailhead, the dog who sits first gets a 
treat. During your hike, when you call the dogs, the one that gets 
back to you first gets the “chicken dinner.” The more you practice 
this game, the faster they get at coming to you. Getting back into the 
car at a trailhead can be frustrating, but if the dog that gets in first 
gets a treat, pretty soon getting in becomes effortless on your part. 
If they all climb in quickly, then make the problem a little harder — 
they get in, and then the one that lays down first gets the treat.

Right now I have a visiting dog that is learning how to go potty on 
a grass pad. If he doesn’t go quickly, one of my dogs gets the treat 
he wants.

Barking at the front door can be a horrible situation in a multi-
ple-dog household. Well, if one dog does NOT run and bark at the 
door, she gets the treat. Imagine how quickly the others will stop 
barking and charging the door if they know that NOT barking and 
charging the door gets them a treat.

Food aggression can become a huge competition in multiple-dog 
households. I had a Labrador retriever training with me. When she 
turned two, she decided she was going to growl and snap at any other 
dog that came near her bowl. This had to do with her maturity and 
confidence. The second she did that, I pushed her away from her 
bowl, then took her bowl of food and gave it to the dog she growled 
at. Imagine her surprise! She never did it again. This also meant I 
had to be supervising feeding time ALL the time. It also meant I had 
to have a relationship of respect with her already so I knew I could 
approach her without her reprisal.

The hard thing for we humans is that we always want things to 
be fair with all the dogs. In the dog world, NOTHING is fair. It’s all 
about hierarchy. If I use that to my advantage by controlling food 
and giving treats only to the well-behaved dog, then very quickly I 
become a ridiculously powerful leader without much effort, and my 
pack begins to behave quite quickly.

With multiple dogs, human safety is always first. If I use competi-
tion between the dogs to my advantage, I can keep my pack motivat-
ed, happy and doing the things that keep me safe.

Winner! Winner! 
Chicken Dinner!

PETS SPECIAL FRAN JEWELL

In my house, the one that gets to me first gets the ‘chicken dinner!’ Photo 
credit: Fran Jewell

The Positive Puppy Dog Training LLC
Fran Jewell, Owner/Instructor
Idaho’s ONLY IAABC Certified 

Dog Behavior Consultant
NADOI Certified Obedience and Tracking Instructor

35 Years of Integrated Experience
Excellence in Private Dog Training Instruction

P.O. Box 806 Sun Valley, ID  83353
208-578-1565

www.positivepuppy.com

Tamara J. Rowe
Karen Pryor Academy Certified Training Partner
Fear Free Certified Professional 
IAABC Supporting Member
Certified Service Dog Coach

ROSY ROVER TRAINING, LLCROSY ROVER TRAINING, LLC
Enjoy Life with Your Best, Best Friend!

FEAR AND FORCE FREE TRAINING
• Puppy and Adolescent Classes 
   Enrichment Classes
• Private/Custom Training 
• Service Dog Coaching

tamara@rosyrovertraining.com | 970-424-7799 | rosyrovertraining.com

Submit A Pet Obituary
Honor the memory of your pet in The 

Wood River Weekly. This year, we’re 
offering 20% OFF our regular obituary 
rate for pet obituaries. Pet obituaries 
cost just 16¢ per word and include a large 
color photo.

To reserve space for an  
obituary or pet obituary,  

call Mandi at (208) 721-7588

“Frankie” — 2003-2018
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Readers Pets

Henry, golden retriever, owner is Susan 
Mahoney.

Teddy Roosevelt, lab mix, owner is Lauren Chiara.

 Colby, cream retriever, owner is Debbie Emberson.

Bella, German shorthair pointer, owner is Chris Keirn.

Lonesome Dove, Akbash, owner is Marilyn 
Walker. Elliot, mix, owner is Kris Bowman.

Bubba, Chihuahua, Italian greyhound, Australian shepherd, 
collie, and American Eskimo mix, owner is Yvonne Lamey.

Jerry, black Lab, owner is Kate Dugan.

Kira, a golden retriever, and her elk buddy, owner is 
Patti Felton.

 Bounce, Australian shepherd, owner is Teresa Golden. 

Elli, Newfoundland, owner is Doro Schinella. Kuuper, Australian shepherd mix 
owner is Sheri LaMott.
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Readers Pets

Teddy Roosevelt, lab mix, owner is Lauren Chiara.
Tazo and Roxy, owner is Erin Pfaeffle.

Leo, blue nose Pitbull, owner is Eduardo 
Zavala.

Annie, Cavalier King Charles spaniel, owner is  
Debbie Emberson

Bubba, Chihuahua, Italian greyhound, Australian shepherd, 
collie, and American Eskimo mix, owner is Yvonne Lamey.

Muffin, Shih Tzu/Bichon, and Maximus, 
Dorkie, owner is Cindy Karst.

 Bounce, Australian shepherd, owner is Teresa Golden. 

Blaze and Biscuit, owner is Kris Bowman.

Keeps your hound happy 
& healthy throughout the 
year by being the Valley’s 

only professional dog 
business that offers daily 

exercise, sitting services and 
therapeutic canine massage.

Ginger Ferries 208.720.8482

Hound Around LLC  
caring for your hound 

since 2001.

Hound Around LLC

Celebrating 22 years of Celebrating 22 years of 
dog day adventures!dog day adventures!

Kuuper, Australian shepherd mix 
owner is Sheri LaMott.

Beside a flowing creek, blooming flowers, and under 
a canopy of aspen, your customized plaque will serve 
as a reminder of your bond with your pet that is true 

2”x4” plaque $125 (November Special - $60)
4”x4” plaque $200 (November Special - $100)

Create a long-lasting memory of your beloved pet in a 
special garden just for them located at the Sawtooth 
Botanical Garden within the Garden of Infinite 
Compassion.

Marlee, Dorkie, owner is Kathy Swanson.

Cheyenne, golden retriever, owner is Janet 
Lowery.

Yankee, Jack Russell, owners are Patty and 
Sunny Healey.
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Zeke, Anatolian Pyrenees, owner is Nick Doyle.

Readers Pets

Siri, borgie, owners are Barb Patterson and Kelly 
Wardell.

Ruby, goldendoodle, owner is Linda Parsons.

Sally, border collie, and Sunday, German shepherd, 
owners are Collins Family and the Pressman Family.

Sally, border collie, Australian shepherd, owner is 
Rae DeVito.

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS  
FOR HOUSEHOLD PETS

~ Locally Owned ~

P E T  B O U T I Q U E  &  S U P P LYP E T  B O U T I Q U E  &  S U P P LY

WE OFFER CURBSIDE PICK UP 
AND HOME DELIVERY

KETCHUM STORE:  
171 N Main St
Ketchum  
(208) 726-7387

HAILEY STORE:
11 E Croy St
Hailey 
(208) 928-4325

Order Online at thunderpaws.pet

101 Croy Creek Road, Hailey, ID 83333  •  208.788.4351  •  info@mountainhumane.org
Mountain Humane is a 501(c)(3) organization. EIN 82-0351171 mountainhumane.org/donate

“Saving Animals and Changing Lives” means Mountain Humane has an enormous 
responsibility to the welfare of our community’s pets. We work to reduce barriers to 
pet owners, adopters and underserved shelters. Thanks to our supporters, Mountain 
Humane is providing access to veterinary care, behavior and training, transportation, 
and pet food to thousands of animals in the communities we serve.

Come by to visit, volunteer, or adopt your next family member! 
We’re open Tuesday through Saturday from 11 am to 5 pm. 

Visit our website at mountainhumane.org to learn more about the  
programs and services available to our pet-loving community.

Right Place

Right Time

Right Care

Right Outcome

Our campus is dedicated to giving 
pets second chances and saving 
animals from homelessness. 

Mountain Humane is working 
tirelessly to provide pet support 
whenever needed.

A team of committed staff members 
and volunteers ensures that every 
animal receives the care they deserve.

We treat animals in our care as 
individuals and utilize resources to create 
a path for the Right Outcome for each.

Tex, Jack Russell Terrier, Rusty, rex rabbit, and 
Macie, border collie, owners are Aric and Mandi 
Iverson.

Lucy, squirrel, friends with 
Mandi Iverson.

Vega, goldendoodle, owners are 
Jane and Peter Dyndiuk.

Spike, bearded dragon, owner is 
Lee Edgerton. 

Oliver, Welsh terrier, owner is
Patty Frye.

Teddy, mixed breed, owner is 
Sally Metcalf.

Lector, ball python, co-owners 
are Amber Anderson and Mandi 
Iverson.
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NEWS BRIEFS

NEWS BRIEFS

Caritas Chorale to Perform  
‘Carols of Our Time’

Sun Valley’s Caritas Chorale will perform selections from the 
recently published anthology, “Carols of Our Time,” at its Holiday 
Concert Dec. 9 and Dec. 10. Both concerts are slated to be held at 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Sun Valley (201 Sun Valley Road). The 
Saturday concert will be at 7 p.m. 
and the Sunday concert at 2 p.m. 
Conducting responsibilities for 
these concerts will be shared by 
musical leaders, R.L. Rowsey and 
Joel Bejot.

“Carols of Our Time” has been compiled and edited by Sarah 
MacDonald and Timothy Rogers. It was published on July 13, 2023. A 
unique feature of this anthology is that all of the carols are composed 
by women. According to the publisher’s website, “This volume brings 
together a broad selection of exceptionally well-crafted carols encom-
passing a variety of styles, moods and characters. There is a practical 
mix of accompanied and unaccompanied pieces, much imaginative 
and technically sophisticated use of melody, harmony, rhythm and 
texture, and a range of levels of difficulty. Overall, the musical content 
is convincing and functional and, 
above all, festive.”

Caritas intends to present the 
Sunday concert in part as a sing-
along, singing selections from 
the anthology and inviting the 
audience to join in singing familiar 
carols, as well. We are pleased to 
announce that donations at the Sunday sing-along concert will once 
again benefit The Hunger Coalition (thehungercoalition.org).

More information is available on the web at www.caritaschorale.
org or by calling (814) 251-2852.

NEWS NON-PROFIT

BY ISAIAH FRIZZELL

Ski season is upon us!
With three great ski resorts in Blaine County, Bald Mountain Ski Area, Soldier 

Mountain Ski Area is home to one of the oldest ski resorts in the USA, Sun Val-
ley, since 1936 to be (roughly) exact. Roughly? Give or take six months—and what’s 
six months? Six months is about the length of the average ski season. From November 
to April backcountry enthusiasts, EMTs and resort staff brace themselves as skiers 
grab a slice of toasted pumpernickel with pumpkin butter and click into those Pesca-
do’s—pumped and primed to lay their planks on some prime powder.

Nearly everyone is looking for snow. Ski resort managers routinely check fore-
casts hoping for a nice pack while DOT readies its plows to help everyone get “Idaho 
Ready’’ (itd.idaho.gov). Don’t forget tire chains, subzero sleeping bags, extra blankets, 
and a first-aid kit with plenty of water in your car, just in case!

But What if It Doesn’t Snow?
On average, Sun Valley gets an average of 164 inches of soft-water crystals per 

year from around 43 days of snowfall. Compare that to the 2022-2023 season that had 
62 days of snowfall meeting the 164-inch average. With an average base depth of 56 
incches and summit depth of 75 inches, we’re peering into 5 to 6 feet of snow at Sun 
Valley. The biggest snowfall was 16 inches; however, in the 2018-2019 season, it was 
29 inches! (onthesnow.com)

With moving averages and variations in the hydrological cycle, it begs the question: 
“What if there isn’t enough snow?” Not to worry. Geologists and chemists have long 
been at this study and have some semi-solid solutions. 

Making Snow Angels
Water keeps a mountain, and, of course, a person, healthy. It’s not only vital for 

skiing but for agriculture, the growth of flora and fauna as well as the runoff that feeds 
the rivers and helps the sockeye, chinook and steelhead get what they need on the way 
to their final destination.

Snowpack at high elevation is considered a primary resource according to the Ida-
ho Department of Water Resources (IDWR). Maintaining this water resource is key, 
not only for Idaho but for the entire country, as well. One of the ways this has been 
enhanced is by a process called cloud seeding, which was experimented with as early 
as 1941 by American chemist and meteorologist Vincent J. Schaefer. Since then, it has 
become a mainstay of making it rain (and snow) via aircraft, cannon and ground gen-
erators (britannica.com). After much study and experimentation, it was in 2003 that 
Idaho Power began using cloud seeding (idahopower.com).

Chemical Ice-Nucleation
The process has changed over the years but generally involves the gathering of ex-

tensive meteorological data fed into highperformance computing models. In action, 
the seeding material, generally silver iodide, is injected into clouds and storms to en-
hance or at the very least induce precipitation. The silver iodide uses a process called 
“chemical ice-nucleation” to bond with and freeze small particles of water so they fall 
as snow. One of the key aspects is the shape of the molecules being hexagonal and 
new materials are being studied such as graphene for this very property which aligns 
geometrically with the crystalline structure of snow (nature.com).

Cloud seeding is done either by airplane or ground station with Idaho Power com-
manding over 32 ground stations and two airplanes in the Central Idaho Mountains. 
The primary equipment used are ground generators spraying silver iodide or liquid 
propane and many airplane-mounted methods including end-burning flares, hygro-
scopic flares, ejectable flares or even the deployment of dry-ice pellets (nawmc.org).

Idaho Power’s programs, in the Payette, Boise, Wood River and Snake River basins, 
that use this process have shown yields of around a 10% increase in precipitation, or 

“approximately 600,000 acre-feet of additional water in the Payette, Boise and Wood 
River basins as well as over 400,000 acre-feet of additional water each year in the 
upper Snake River basin. One million acre-feet of water can generate approximate-
ly 844,500 megawatt-hours if used for hydroelectric production — enough to power 
roughly 74,000 homes” (idahopower.com). Freeze Energy! There are plans to expand 
these programs, one in particular was greenlit in the Idaho area of the Bear River Ba-
sin in 2017 (idahostatejournal.com).

Pumping Pie in the Ski
Cloud-seeding programs are popping up everywhere, and as recently as last week, 

on Nov. 15, the North American Weather Modification Council held an educational 
event at the Idaho Department of Water Resources, on Front Street in Boise, to ad-
dress the expanding use of cloud seeding in Idaho. Can we expect to see more snow 
this year? Ski resorts have long used snow machines, but have recently ramped up 
cloud-seeding programs to augment their snowpack in the hopes of delivering a more 
predictable recreation experience (martinandwoodwaterconsultants.com).

While cloud seeding and weather modification is not new, it’s been used for de-
cades perhaps most famously at the 2008 Olympics in Beijing in a thorough program 
designed at Beijing’s Weather Modification Office, the techniques have progressed 
(technologyreview.com).

Rain or shine, water reservoirs must stay full and that’s why we have a North Amer-
ican Weather Modification Council. The dangers of spraying silver iodide, propane 
or any other seeding material into the hydrological stream have largely been disputed 
through studies explaining, for example, since silver iodide is insoluble in water and 
thus likely poses no threat (idahopower.com). And what of the other methods or accu-
mulation in the biologics of the ecosystem? Only time, more studies and more money 
will tell. The Aaerage IWRB cloud-seeding program costs $1.62 million in taxpayer 
funding (idwr.idaho.gov).

With the ever-reaching ingenuity of scientists and technology, backcountry enthu-
siasts should have no lack of gear to pack when it comes to being safe while having 
fun. Cloud seeding is advancing not only across the world but in the study itself. So 
whether you’re skiing, saving lives or serving, having fun in the cold has gotten a 
boost. Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year’s – it’s the end of harvest time in these 
parts and the time of year to be grateful for all the bounty. The skier and surrounding 
cottage industries have the scientists to thank for doing their extra little bit to help 
enhance the environment. 

Making It Snow!
Ski season ramps up with silver science

BY ISAIAH FRIZZELL

Red, rosy, cold, snowy noses, crimson jumpsuits and abundance all come to mind as we are 
nearing the finish line for 2023. About a month away from the biggest holiday of the year, the 
Salvation Army elves are out to bring the ring—a ringing bell, that is—to Atkinsons’ Market 

in Ketchum.
What is Christmas but remembrance of piety, family and the joy of helping others. It’s the time to 

be thankful and share the abundance. The Salvation Army strives to “DO THE MOST GOOD” and, 
as a mission statement goe,s it’s about as good as good gets.

“The donations we collect during the holiday season not only help us provide gifts to children who 
would otherwise go without, but they also help us provide food, shelter, and utility assistance to those 
who need it most every day of the year.” (give.salvationarmyusa.org)

There are so many ways to share joy and love with our community and families. You can give an 
anonymous gift to someone who might need it, donate to charity or toss in your spare change—and 
maybe some paper money—to the Salvation Army coffers, until mid-December, for helping those 
who need it.

They say “what comes around, goes around’’; watch a smile travel through a group, or a laugh start 
with a friend and lead back to you. If the world was a never-ending Christmas party, is it fair to say 
we’d want everyone laughing, joking and maybe even dancing. If you go by Atkinsons’, you’ll have 
the chance to give the gift of surprise to someone through the helping arms of the Salvation Army.

Over their 150-year lifespan, the Salvation Army has financially provided for nearly 3.1 million 
people, served almost 160 million meals, and given over 8 million nights of shelter to those in need. 
The Salvation Army is currently still looking to recruit those with the mind and heart to donate 
their time and join the ranks of over 1.4 million volunteers who have helped bring more to those 
who have less.

Search Salvation Army Volunteers to sign up, and have a happy, safe and loving joliday season! 

The Salvation Army is  
Recruiting in Ketchum

Salvation by any other name 

The City of ketchum, as viewed from atop the mountain.  Photo credit: Adobe Stock
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BY HARRY WEEKES

For starters, titles aside, winter actual-
ly is coming. I went to confirm when 
exactly it would be here and opened an 

unanticipated wormhole that can be synop-
sized like this: there are two starts to winter, 
one astronomical (based on the position of the 
Sun in regards to the Earth) and one meteoro-
logical (based on a “12-month civil calendar 
and temperature cycle”). Who knew?  Well, a 
bunch of people, but not me. Astronomical-
ly, then, winter is coming at 8:27 p.m. MST, 
Thursday, December 21. Meteorologically, 
winter starts December 1.

Oddly, folks, this isn’t even for what I was 
initially searching. I was looking up the fur-
cular fat on birds.

At the start of October, my students and 
I took our semi-annual pilgrimage to the 
Intermountain Bird Observatory at Lucky 
Peak, outside of Boise. This year was the 
perfect storm, literally. For the two days be-
fore we arrived, dense clouds and rain hung 
over the mountains, temperatures dropped, 
and a low-pressure system conspired to keep 
birds in the trees and hunkered down. Since 
this was prime migration season, this kind of 
forced relaxation competed with the birds’ 
drive to get south —NOW!

We showed up on the first gorgeous after-
noon in three days to a kettle of over 150 tur-
key vultures taking to the sky. Record num-
bers of birds flew past us all afternoon before 
the sun went down, the slight winds calmed, 
and we got ready for the owls.

The owls are fantastic for many reasons. 
The two most frequently caught, the North-
ern saw-whet and the flammulated, are quite 
simply the cutest birds you will ever see. 
Owls, being primarily nocturnal, are still 

curious birds of wonder; staying up in the 
darkness throughout the evening and into the 
early hours invariably feels like a challenge 
and a treat, and the owls are the rarest of the 
birds we encounter at Lucky Peak.

Until this year.
Over the course of two nights, the banding 

team captured 125 owls. Our previous re-
cord had been single digits. Beyond the sheer 
number of owls, the most noteworthy thing 
that happened was overheard with great-
er and greater frequency as the birds were 
weighed, measured, and generally assessed. 
It went like this: “Furcula fat… Whoa… a 
4, definitely.” And then the next bird: “OK, 
we’ve got another butterball. Furcula fat, 4.” 
This happened again and again. “Furcula. 
Fat 4.”

Birds, constrained by flight, wear fat re-
serves like a sweater vest. A light puff of 
breath on their chest reveals the extent of this 
vest. And furcular fat is kind of like an ascot 
of lipids tucked under a bird’s chin.

As a bystander, I asked the simple ques-
tion, “What does that mean?”

The answer was as simple: “The birds have 
been eating really well and are ready for mi-
gration.”

Then, my Farmer’s Almanac brain kicked 
in. “Do you think this means anything more? 
Like maybe there’s a big winter coming?”

As you might imagine from a group of field 
scientists, there were a few chuckles, but not 
much commitment to the idea. So, I figured I 
would run with it.  And folks, remember, you 
heard this here first.

“The rusty band of the woolly bear cater-
pillars is narrow, the paper wasp nests are 
hanging low, and have you checked out the 
furcular fat on the saw-whet owls?  Well, it’s 
going to be a doozy of a winter. You better 

get firewood and plenty of canned food.”
Oh, an important aside. The other, more 

common name for the furcula is the wish-
bone. A guy can make a few wishes based on 
the saw-whets, can’t he?

Harry Weekes is the founder and head of 
school at The Sage School in Hailey. This 
is his 52nd year in the Wood River Valley, 
where he lives with Hilary and one of their 
three baby adults—Simon. The other mem-
bers of the flock are Georgia and Penelope 
(Georgia recently fledged from Davidson 
College in North Carolina and Penelope is at 
Middlebury College in Vermont).

Processing	a	“Butterball”	(Northern	Saw-
whet).		Photo	credit-	Reese	Hodges

By	Fran	Jewell

It is of HUGE importance that puppies remain on a leash until they 
have a flawless recall. In puppy development, almost all puppies 
are preprogrammed by Mother Nature to follow the leader until 

they are approximately 19 weeks old. That can lure us into believing 
they have learned how to come when they are called. However, at this 
critical time of 19 weeks or so, they begin to feel confident and will 
start to look at you as if to flip you the paw! “I’m busy sniffing over 
here; I’ll come when I want to!” If our puppies have been given the 
freedom to be off leash when out of a confined area, this can become 
a life-threatening situation.

I see many people taking this to heart and keeping their puppies 
on a leash for walks, usually a short leash of about 6 feet, or a Flexi.  
While I am filled with gratitude that people are keeping their puppy 
on a leash, it is also important to realize that puppies asked to heel 
at a young age become very frustrated and will bite at the leash, pull 
hard on your clothing, bite you, or start barking at anything. Puppies 
need to explore their environment to be satisfied mentally and phys-
ically. Teaching short-leash walking takes knowledge, patience and 
LOTS of time before expecting a puppy to go any distance.

So, how do we keep a puppy from becoming overloaded by frus-
tration and beginning to develop horrible leash habits?  I think a long 
line of about 20 – 30 feet long, depending on the size of your dog, is 
the solution. Yes, it can be very difficult to walk a puppy on a side-
walk, bike path or foot trail on a long leash. Because of that, many 
people will not use the long leash. A long leash can drive many peo-
ple insane trying to keep it rolled up so it doesn’t drag on the ground. 
There is technique to learn as well so YOU don’t become too frus-
trated!  The KIND of long line you have can help. I use “biothane” 
leashes that slide through the sage, and can be easily washed when 
dirty. They are not hard to hold when they are wet, either.

There are many things you can do with the long line. Start by find-
ing an open space to walk in. I do NOT suggest the dog park for a 
plethora of reasons at this early age. But, there are many, MANY 
open areas or old dirt roads that work wonderfully. This gives your 
puppy a chance to explore his environment, sniff, run, and bark in 
safety. It also gives you the opportunity to practice “come” whenever 
the long line is taut, then rewarding your puppy for quick returns. It 
allows the puppy to learn where the end of the leash is without pull-
ing you over and creating that adversarial position between you, the 
puppy and the leash. When the puppy comes near you on either side, 
offering a treat for that behavior can be the beginning of teaching 

him to walk nicely next to you without pulling. If done correctly, the 
puppy will never learn to pull on a short leash.

Think of walking nicely on a short leash as being similar to learn-
ing something in high school, when your pup is still in elementary 
school. Set your pup up for success by not asking for too much too 
soon and understanding what he needs to learn and CAN learn at 
an early age. Unless you are a full-time dog trainer, it can be very 
difficult to teach a young pup to walk on a loose short leash too early.

Keep your puppy safe on a leash, but make it a 30-foot-long line 
instead of a short leash. Help him to explore and learn in a guided 
fashion. The both of you will enjoy each other so much more!

Fran Jewell is an IAABC Certified Dog Behavior Consultant, NA-
DOI Certified Instructor and the owner of Positive Puppy Dog Train-
ing, LLC in Sun Valley. For more information, visit positivepuppy.com 
or call 208-578-1565.

NO BONES ABOUT IT FRAN JEWELL

COMMENTARY
LEASH WALKING PUPPIES

SCIENCE OF PLACE HARRY WEEKES

Hwy 20 in Picabo
info@picaboangler.com

(208)788.3536
www.picaboangler.com

Fishing RepoRt

It’s time to work off some 
of that Thanksgiving feast. 
There is no better way to 

do that than by making fresh 
tracks up or down one of your 
favorite Idaho trout streams. 
So, grab your fly rod, your win-
ter fly box, and go enjoy some 
of the most beautiful scenes 
Idaho serves up all season long.

Speaking of that winter fly 
box… be sure you have a great 
assortment of Midges. Zebra 
Midges and Tie-Down Midges 
are a great place to start. A few 
other nymphs to carry include 
Hare’s Ears, Girdle Bugs, Rub-
ber Legs, Copper Johns, Prince 
Nymphs and Brassies. Have all 
of your nymphs in a variety of 
colors; red, black, olive, and 
brown are hard to beat.

Streamers are a wintertime 
staple on all of our area rivers, 
especially on Silver Creek. 
On our freestone and tailwa-
ter rivers, fish weighted flies 
and get them to the bottom. If 
you are fishing Silver Creek, 
don’t bother with weight and 
fish your Streamers just under 
the surface. It is a lot of fun 
watching the fish wake behind 
the fly and leave a boil as they 
eat. If you fish streamers, beef 
up your tippets to 1X or 0X 
in case a toothy brown trout 
shows up.

We are probably a few weeks 
away from prolific dry-fly 
activity on the Big Wood, but 
it would still be a good idea 
to have a few Griffith’s Gnats 
and Tie-Down Midges, along 
with your favorite powder 
floatant and some 6X tippet. 
Be sure you keep the trailing 
shuck on the Tie-Down Midge 
wet and in the film. The shuck 
is what will bring the fish to 
your fly out of the thousands of 
real midges that can be on the 
water at any given time during 
the winter.

Have a ton of fun out there. 
Be safe if you are driving and 
on the water. It is a time of the 
season where little mishaps can 
be amplified. Have a full tank 
of gas, full cellphone battery, 
extra clothes, and food and wa-
ter. Prepare for the worst and 
you can enjoy your day that 
much more. A little peace of 
mind will even up your fishing 
game.

Happy fishing, everyone!

THE “WEEKLY”  
FISHING REPORT FOR  

NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 12
 FROM PICABO ANGLER

WINTER IS COMING!  MAYBE

Please	use	extreme	caution	if	you	have	balance	or	vision	issues.	Long-line	
training	can	be	much	more	difficult.	Short-leash	walking	takes	lots	of	pa-
tience,	knowledge	and	TIME	before	a	pup	can	go	any	distance.	This	puppy	
has	a	yellow	long	line	so	she	can	safely	hike	in	the	woods.		Photo	credit:	
Fran	Jewell
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BY JOELLEN COLLINS

I hate housework and have owned up to it by announcing that the inscription on my 
tombstone would sum up my legacy as “She left the dishes in the sink.” I’d imagined 
it not to scold me posthumously but to convey something finer, that I would almost 

always choose to spend my time with something other than completing domestic chores. 
I’d rather engage in enjoying my love of children, teaching, family, and the wonderful 
friends I have accumulated all these years. I’d like to be remembered for having left the 
world, as my mother told me, “a little better for your having been in it.” Ah, dream on.

I do not deny the virtue of the discipline of accomplishing domestic chores. I ac-
knowledge and admire those who keep an immaculate home or office. Still, I would 
rather do most things without standing at a sink; I can fulfill the goals of a “clean life,” 
and wash away the dregs of negativity in the process.

I met a woman last week who was born in Uganda 
and at the age of seventeen moved to India, home to her 
larger family. Next to her was seated a woman of Japa-
nese heritage, and across the table another new friend 
was celebrating her 100th birthday. She is an Austra-
lian artist who has lived in many different countries and 
manages to achieve a balance between the solitude of her 
art and generous hospitality to others.

After meeting these women, all “seniors,” as I am, I 
returned to my new apartment with a mixed sense of 
admiration for the vitality I had encountered and reflec-
tion upon my own life story. While I jokingly thought 
of that silly epitaph I imagine after my passing, I also 
remembered the time in India when I met Mother Teresa. 
She once stated, upon winning the Nobel Peace Prize, 
“We can do no great things, only small things with great 
love.” I find that a fitting view from an honored woman 
who chose to serve the poor, those often forgotten peo-
ple, without constant accolades for her efforts.

We all have some chores in life that remain unattended; 
I will keep leaving some things undone, even pleasurable 
ones, in my quest for new vistas, ideas and compatriots 
in trying to live up to my mother’s entreaty. I may not 
have an immaculate home, but I can still aspire to travel, 
to read more books with inspiring language, to spend time with good companions, to 
create my own art, to volunteer for meaningful causes, and to work more diligently on 
listening more rather than talking.

I do remember that washing dishes with my sweet mother did not seem like a chore 
for me; it was a joy because I was helping HER. Perhaps if I imagined Mama next to 
me at my new sink, I could do better with that chore, a small thing done but “with great 
love.”

BY DOVE

We all have certain words that trigger feel-
ings in our soul.  Grace is one of those 
words for me. When I think “Grace,” a 

peace and calm descend over my being. I love the 
feeling. Maybe that’s why I named my wonderful 
bicycle “Grace,” because I feel such joy when I 
ride as many miles as possible during the season. 
When it is time to put my bike away for the winter, 
there is a nostalgia that fills my heart, but I know 
that soon spring will come and “Grace” and I will 
be riding the trails with abandon.

Grace is also something my family participated 
in at meals.  I grew up in a commune-type situa-
tion where all my family — grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins — lived on the 
same street. Everyone had their own house, but on holidays we all gathered. There 
were at least 20 of us and anyone else who had no place to go came for dinner.

My family was very musical, and we would sing “the grace” before dinner. We 
had an amazing choral group with all the parts — soprano, alto, tenor and bass — 
each trying to out-sing the other. I can still hear the words, “Be present at our table, 
Lord, be here and everywhere adored. These mercies bless and grant that we may 
live in fellowship with thee.”

 There are only four members of the chorus left and some are not mobile, and 
some have no memory to sing with. I look back at those times and I realize how 
blessed we were to share. There was never any conflict between families — we all 
supported each other in whatever ways were needed.

As I pass into my eighth decade of life, I am so grateful for Grace. I feel it in my 
heart and soul. There is a peace that I choose to project to each and all of nature, 
humanity, and all life force.

Take the time now to hold those thoughts of what Grace means to you. Can you 
feel the energy in your body? Can you choose to focus on the kindness that Grace 
represents? Grace has no religion or gender or color. It simply is an energy we can 
choose to hold.

There is much to be said for counting your blessings on a daily basis. I watched the 
bunnies running and chasing each other this morning. They are wild bunnies living 
under my neighbor’s deck, but they were having a marvelous time. How lucky I am 
to live where wildlife flourishes and is so abundant. How can you not embrace the 
true gift of all life when we live in such beauty.

May this season hold peace and joy in your bones and may God, Source, grant us 
each the gift of eternal Grace. Much love, Dove

By Suzanne Hazlett, MBA, CIMA®, CFP®

Personal finance involves more than the machina-
tions of transactions, compounded interest, and the 
downfall of overextending. It’s about identifying 

our priorities and where we attribute the most value. It’s 
about working toward a successful outcome and some-
times failing.

Twenty-one years ago, when I was a new resident of 
our valley, I contacted the local schools to create a finan-
cial curriculum that would appeal to middle and high 
school students. It was a middle school teacher who took 
me up on my offer.

We agreed we wanted to create experiences over 
the academic term that would particularly interest 
eighth-graders. I suggested we ask the kids themselves 
what was on their minds. What about personal finance, 
did they wonder? They responded with lots of questions.

“WHAT IS PHILANTHROPY?” Charity and dona-
tions were familiar terms to these students; philanthropy 
was not. Philanthropy entails a broader scope of passion and selfless concern for a 
cause. We took this topic on, and we explored regional charitable organizations with 
the students.

It was essential to identify a cause that resonated with them emotionally. When I 
asked how many in the class had rescued pets, nearly every hand in the room was 
raised. We had our hook. The students selected our local animal shelter as an orga-
nization they would like to learn more about. During one class session, we invited 
staff members and a couple of their four-legged charges. The children learned the 
difference between a for-profit enterprise and a tax-exempt nonprofit. They gained 
an appreciation of the organization’s daily costs and how donations of money, in-
kind gifts, and volunteer support help sustain the care and feeding of animals they 
shelter.

Takeaway: If charity is vital to your family, teach your child to give. Provide the 
child in your life with a list of charitable organizations to choose from and a pro-
posed donation amount. With them, research the variety of organizations that pique 
their interest. Design the review process to fit your child’s abilities and comprehen-
sion. Then, find the cause that touches them. Visit the organization with your child. 
Make the gift in the child’s name and ask that the charity’s acknowledgment and 
thanks be sent to your child. 

Suzanne Hazlett, MBA, CIMA®, CFP®, is a Certified Investment Management Analyst® and CERTIFIED 
FINANCIAL PLANNERTM professional. Investment advisory services are offered through Raymond James 
Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Securities are offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., 
member FINRA/SIPC. HAZLETT WEALTH MANAGEMENT, LLC is independent of Raymond James and 
is not a registered broker/dealer. 675 Sun Valley Road, Suite J1 + J2, Ketchum, Idaho, 83340 208.726.0605 
HazlettWealthManagement.com

MONEY MATTERS SUZANNE HAZLETT

WHAT IS 
PHILANTHROPY?

ON LIFE’S TERMS JOELLEN COLLINS

JoEllen Collins—a longtime 
resident of the Wood River 
Valley— is an Idaho Press 
Club award-winning colum-
nist, a teacher, writer, fabric 
artist, choir member and 
unabashedly proud grandma 
known as “Bibi Jo.”

GRACE My great-Aunt Edna, from the Yaak, lacked culinary skills. She lived up in Montana, 
all alone in them there hills.  

Last week Aunt Edna sent an invitation to her kin. Her invite claimed she’d learned 
to cook. Was Edna sipping gin?

She said she’d corresponded with a chef from Paris, France. And she’d like to serve 
a turkey feast if we would give her this one chance.  

I cornered my physician. Would he lie and claim I’m ill? But the Doc said, “That’s 
unethical.” Should’ve shown him my last bill.  

Not a single other kin was going to drive to Yaak that day. My heart was feeling 
heavy for old Edna, in a way.  

I looked at Hap. He gave a bark and then he shook his head. He’d tasted Edna’s table 
scraps. I bet Hap thought, “I’m dead!”

But when a man is dying, maybe poisoned in the end, I’d say it is a privilege to go 
out with man’s best friend. 

So, Hap and I drove to the Yaak. We knocked on Edna’s door. She yanked us in.  
That’s when I noticed feathers on her floor.  

I’m not the sharpest fellow, but a turkey came to mind. The smell of burning feathers, 
yes, a turkey’s what we’d find.  

Depending on the time of year and temperature outside, Aunt Edna’s home would be 
a place for her animals to abide.  

The chickens roamed about the house — but cage-free hens no less. And where to 
find the eggs, I’d say, was anybody’s guess.  

Edna’s voice, more shriek than loud, not like the aunts of mine, came screeching out 
those dreadful words, “Please sit. It’s time to dine.”

I offered grace but didn’t really get a chance to say, “Please bless this food, and by 
the way, don’t let us die today.”  

The biscuits were a golden brown, but hard and extra heavy. The turkey was so tough 
I bet she had to grind the gravy. 

The pie is still a mystery. Not pumpkin a la mode. But maybe squash or canned 
mincemeat, outdated and too old.  

I’d have to say that Edna’s cooking hadn’t changed a bit. And if you were a dinner 
guest you had to have some grit. 

But one fine thing ‘bout Edna, at the end of every day, she’ll share her turkey from a 
flask. “Wild Turkey” you could say.

– Bryce Angell

Bryce Angell - The outdoors has always been a large part of my life. 
My father was an outfitter and guide for 35 years and I was there to 
shoe and care for the horses and help him do the cooking. We took 
many great trips into the Yellowstone area. Even now that I’m older, 
we still ride into the Tetons, Yellowstone and surrounding areas. 
My poems are mostly of personal experience. I am now retired and 
enjoying life to the fullest. I plan to do more riding and writing.

Aunt Edna’s  
Turkey

WRANGLER’S WRITINGS BRYCE ANGELL

INSPIRATIONS FROM MY HEART DOVE

A CHORE

Suzanne Hazlett, MBA, 
CIMA®, CFP® is the founder 
of Hazlett Wealth Manage-
ment, LLC.
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